
Helpful Hints for Writers 
Identifying Thesis Types 

Thesis statements vary from writing genre to writing genre. This handout will help you identify different 

thesis types so you can determine the appropriate type for your  specific writing situation.   

RECOGNIZING THESIS TYPES 

 

An evaluative thesis’s purpose (or 

promise to readers) is to offer comment 

on a person, place, thing, idea, or 

issue.   

 

An analytical thesis’s purpose (or 

promise to readers) is to break down a 

person, place, thing, idea, or issue into 

its constituent parts.  

 

An expository thesis’s purpose (or 

promise to readers) is to inform or 

explain or describe a person, place, 

thing, idea, or issue. 

 

An argumentative thesis’s purpose (or 

promise to readers) is to make a claim 

about a person, place, thing, idea, or 

issue and convince readers to accept 

the claim with reasons and evidence. 

Often, an argumentative thesis 

proposes some sort of change. 

EXAMPLES OF THESIS TYPES 

 

Evaluative thesis 

“Although the situations Juno's characters find themselves in and 

their dialogue may be criticized as unrealistic, the film, written by 

Diablo Cody and directed by Jason Reitman, successfully portrays 

the emotions of a teen being shoved into maturity way too fast.” 

• The writer of this thesis will offer her own commentary on the 

film, Juno, in response to previous writers’ commentary on it.   

 

Analytical thesis 

“Magazine advertisements aimed at American women have a long 

history of pushing things like makeup, mouthwash, soap, and other 

products that reinforce men's roles in women's lives. The concept of 

personal hygiene has been used to convey the message that 

"catching" a man or becoming a wife is a woman's ultimate goal, 

and in advertisements from the 1920s, 1930s, and 1950s this 

theme can be traced through verbal and visual content.” 

• The writer of this thesis will break down into verbal and visual 

content of the theme of “‘catching’ a man or becoming a wife” in 

advertisements from the 1920s, 1930s, and 1950s.  

   

Expository thesis 

“This paper will explore the Great Depression through the eyes of 

ordinary Americans in the most impoverished region in the country, 

the American South, in order to detail how they endured and how 

the government assisted them in this difficult era.” 

• The writer of this thesis will describe the Great Depression and 

inform readers of the plight of and government assistance 

offered to American Southerners during this period in history.  

   

Argumentative thesis 

“Governments should not ban the sale of human organs; they 

should regulate it. Lives should not be wasted; they should be 

saved.”  

• The writer of this thesis proposes a change to existing laws 

banning the sale of human organs.  

What are the 

different thesis 

types? 

In academic writing, 

thesis statements fall 

into one of four 

categories:  

  

• evaluative 

• analytical 

• expository 

• argumentative 
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What is a thesis? 

A thesis is the stated or 

implied central point, 

idea, or argument of a 

piece of writing. 
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1. The narrative and characters in Halo: Reach tend to be superficial, but the combat sequences are realistic, the soundtrack is engaging, and the multiplayer features add 

exciting dimensions to the game.  

1. Type? Why? 

2. Writer’s purpose? Where do you find this in the thesis? 

 

2. Many readers of Edwidge Danticat’s “A Wall of Fire Rising” are left asking why one of the story’s characters, Guy, would in the story’s final moments steal the factory owner’s 

balloon and jump to his death, which seem completely out of character. However, seen from the perspective of Haitian poverty and Guy’s desire to leave something 

important for his son, Guy’s final deed, perhaps, makes terribly perfect sense.  

1. Type? Why? 

2. Writer’s purpose? Where do you find this in the thesis? 

 

3. The Boston Tea Party was a significant act of civil disobedience that galvanized Americans around the issue of taxation without representation and helped spark the 

Revolutionary War.  

1. Type? Why? 

2. Writer’s purpose? Where do you find this in the thesis? 

 

4. Only qualified police officers should be allowed to carry weapons on campus because the dangers of allowing a students and faculty to carry weapons outweigh the slight 

chance that a concealed weapon would be used in self-defense.  

1. Type? Why? 

2. Writer’s purpose? Where do you find this in the thesis? 

 

5. As the day care center is unmasked as a fascist police state ruled by the ostensibly wholesome Lotso, Toy Story 3 is unmasked as a film that uses the conventions of 

children’s cinema to ponder adult questions, where the answers and characters do not fall into easily distinguishable categories.  

1. Type? Why? 

2. Writer’s purpose? Where do you find this in the thesis? 

 

6. Gender differences in toys help establish gender identity from the beginning of life, and these gender differences in toys become more apparent as children grow older.  

1. Type? Why? 

2. Writer’s purpose? Where do you find this in the thesis? 

 

7. The Boston Tea Party was the most important act of civil disobedience in the American colony because it protested unjust taxation without representation and was therefore 

the main cause of the Revolutionary War.  

1. Type? Why? 

2. Writer’s purpose? Where do you find this in the thesis? 

 

8. Jane Austin’s Emma is especially meaningful now because Emma herself is a complex female character whose passion for matchmaking resonates with today’s socially 

networked women.  

1. Type? Why? 

2. Writer’s purpose? Where do you find this in the thesis? 

  

Application 

Identify the type of thesis written in each sentence below, and explain why you chose that type. State the writer’s purpose (or promise 

to readers), which should help you categorize the thesis as evaluative, analytical, expository, or argumentative. 

Then, find key words in the thesis that helped you state the writer’s purpose.  


